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Driver Ed Special Project         Name: 

This unit is designed to help our students learn what is involved in the various costs associated with the purchase and the 

maintenance of a vehicle of their own, as well as planning a cross-country trip and working with a budget.  Students will also 

become more familiar with internet resources and computer use for obtaining information. (Suggested links for the project 

included) 

 Introduction 

Your generous uncle has decided to reward you for your good grades and academic achievements by helping you to purchase 

your first vehicle. He has decided to give you $15,000, but with the following conditions: 

 You must pay for the vehicle with cash, no financing plans.                   

 You must provide full insurance coverage for the first six months. 

 You must purchase a new set of four tires, a set of windshield wipers, two oil changes, a brake job and a tune-up. 

 You must buy a one-way airline ticket to the airport closest to your uncle so that you may pick up the vehicle. The 

destination must be a minimum of 700 miles away.                      

 You must drive your vehicle back to your home in South Florida. This involves planning your trip home driving no 

more than 6 hours a day. 

 You must decide on your hotel, food, fuel usage and costs.  You may not stay with a friend for lodging, camp out, or 

sleep in your car. 

 You must not exceed $15,000 in total expenditures. Emergencies and unforeseen costs may arise, which must also 

be covered by your gift. 

General Details 

 Project must be completed and turned in WEEK EIGHT OR THE NEXT TO LAST DAY. 
 The state has approved two hours of classroom time to be used for this project, and time will be allocated for this 

project as part of the 30-hour classroom curriculum. 

 Project work is done in class and at home using the Internet. 

 Insurance quotes may be obtained either via Internet or through your agent. 

 A map of the trip must be provided with the completed project. 

Objectives 

Successful completion of this project will give you the opportunity to: 

 Select an appropriate vehicle for your driving experience and available finances. 

 Select an insurance provider for your vehicle and obtain full coverage. 

 Find the cost of the license plate and taxes for your vehicle. 

 Price parts and other maintenance items specific to your vehicle. 

 Plan a round trip to visit your uncle and pick up your vehicle. 
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Virtual Vehicle Worksheet 

Note: Every blank on every worksheet must be completed!  Ask questions if you do not understand the directions. We are here 

to help you complete this project. 

Virtual Vehicle Information (MUST BE NOT BE OLDER THAN 5 YEARS) 

The cars recommended for teen drivers (4-6 cylinders with four doors) are found at the following website: 

http://www.consumerreports.org/cro/cars/new-cars/cr-recommended/cars-for-teen-drivers/overview/index.htm 

Consumer Reports –Model overviews including specifications 

http://ww.consumerreports.org/cro/cars/types/used-a-to-z-index.htm 

In addition, you may review crash tests (under video, scroll to the middle of the page) at 

http://www.consumerreports.org/cro/cars/index.htm 

Virtual purchase location: _____________________________________________________  

 Use the following sites: These sites have a good selection of cars and you can restrict your search by price and mileage.  

http://www.ajccars.com.  

http://www.carmax.com 

http://www.cars.com 

(You can purchase your car from any site you would like) 

 

Purchase Price: $___________________________________ 

Plus Sales Tax: $________________         County_________                  Tax Rate: __________ 

Total Cost of Vehicle $_________________  

Color: ___________________________ Make: ______________________________  

Model: _____________________________ Odometer reading: ________________ 

Year: _______________________________ Body Style (circle): 2 door, 4 door, Hatchback, SUV, Truck 

Tire size: _________________________ Engine size: ______ cylinders 

Miles per gallon (city/highway) _____/_____ Gas tank capacity: _______ US gal 

 

Average retail value: ________________________________ Average trade –in value: ________________________ 

Use http://www.kbb.com/ or http://www.edmunds.com/ to find these values. 

 

 

 

http://www.consumerreports.org/cro/cars/new-cars/cr-recommended/cars-for-teen-drivers/overview/index.htm
http://ww.consumerreports.org/cro/cars/types/used-a-to-z-index.htm
http://www.consumerreports.org/cro/cars/index.htm
http://www.ajccars.com/
http://www.carmax.com/
http://www.cars.com/
http://www.kbb.com/
http://www.edmunds.com/
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Virtual Insurance Worksheet 

Before your drive, your car must be insured. As a teen, you can be insured as a part of your parent’s policy or on your own. In 

most cases, it is less expensive if you are covered under your parent’s policy. For this exercise, you can compare the costs of the 

either option. You may use your current company (website or agent) or use any of the following suggested insurance websites 

to get an insurance quote: 

http://www.geico.com 

http://www.esurance.com 

http://www.statefarm.com 

http://www.allstate.com 

(You can use any insurance carrier you like) 

Note: We do not suggest using your social security number or real address when obtaining an online quote. 

Option 1 (with parents):  Option 2 (on your own): 

Deductible:                                      __________   Deductible:  _____________ 

Comprehensive:                               _________    Comprehensive:  _____________ 

Bodily Injury Liability:                ____________                    Bodily Injury Liability:  _____________ 

Property Damage Liability:       ____________   Property Damage Liability:  _____________ 

Collision:                                       ____________   Collision:   _____________ 

Uninsured Motorist:                   ____________   Uninsured Motorist: _____________ 

Towing/Roadside Emergency:  _____   Towing/Roadside Emergency: _____________ 

Six month Premium:                  ____________                                   Six month Premium: _____________     

Company Name:                                _________                                      Company Name:  _____________ 

 

YOU ONLY NEED ONE OPTION FILLED OUT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.geico.com/
http://www.esurance.com/
http://www.statefarm.com/
http://www.allstate.com/
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Maintenance 

Try www.Discounttire.com, www.autozone.com, www.tiresplus.com or use any site you would like to research prices for the 

following items: 

Cost to replace one tire:   $___________________ 

 

Cost for a set of four tires: $___________________ 

Cost for one oil change:  $___________________ 

Cost for two oil changes:  $___________________ 

Cost for a brake job:  $___________________ 

Cost for two wiper blades: $___________________ 

Cost for tune-up:   $___________________ 

 

Maintenance total  $___________________ 

Note: Use only the bold items in your total. 

What to Pack for a Long Trip (Informational purposes ONLY) 

The following are suggested items to pack or to have in your car when you take a long trip: 

 Spare Tire 

 Jack 

 Lug Wrench (tire tool) 

 Jumper Cables 

 An extra quart of motor oil 

 Containers of water and coolant 

 An ice scraper with a snow brush 

 A blanket or sleeping bag 

 An extra set of warm clothes 

 Flashlight with extra batteries 

 Matches and a “survival” candle in a deep can 

 Tool kit 

 Contact Information of people to call in an 

emergency 

 First aid kit with pocket knife 

 Necessary Medications 

 Dried or canned fruit and nuts, granola bars, etc. 

 Warning Devices (flares or triangles) 

 A fire extinguisher 

 Road maps 

 A cell phone, if you have one, charged and ready 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.discounttire.com/
http://www.autozone.com/
http://www.tiresplus.com/
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Virtual Trip Planning Worksheets 

City 

Circle the city you will use for your destination: 

Chicago         Kansas City          Houston         Dallas Philadelphia  Atlanta 

Maps 

Use these sites to plan your trip to Atlanta: Google Maps http://maps.google.com, Mapquest http://www.mapquest.com Maps 

on us http://www.mapsonus.com  

Airline Ticket  

http://www.airtran.com 

http://www.delta.com 

http://www.kayak.com 

http://www.expedia.com 

(You can use any airline you choose) 

Date of travel: __________      Day of the week: ___________ Airline/flight#: ______________ 

Cost of one-way ticket: __________  Departure time: __________  Arrival Time: __________ 

Day after arrival (spend the day with your Uncle) 

Fill your car with fuel (assume the tank was empty when you pick it up). 

Cost of fuel (tank capacity_____ gallons x cost/gallon ______) = $ ________ 

http://www.gasbuddy.com 

Activities 

Think of something creative. Some suggestions would be a ball game, amusement park, and museum. 

Activity: ___________  Cost of Activity: ____________ 

Cost of food: _____________________ 

Breakfast: __________  Lunch: ___________  Dinner: ___________ Snack: __________ 

Total Daily Expenses: $_________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://maps.google.com/
http://www.mapquest.com/
http://www.mapsonus.com/
http://www.airtran.com/
http://www.delta.com/
http://www.kayak.com/
http://www.expedia.com/
http://www.gasbuddy.com/
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First Day of Travel toward Home 

This will be a leisurely trip. You can find interesting things and places to stop along the way for sightseeing and then stop for the 

night. Limit your drive time 4-6 hours (220-330 miles), with a rest/food break every two hours. 

 

Starting time: ____________ 1
st

 break location: ___________ __ Lunch break location: ________ 

 

2
nd

 break location: _________________________ Ending Location: ____________________________   

Cost of food:  Breakfast:  __________ Lunch:  ___________Dinner__________ Snacks__________ 

Did you refuel? __________ Estimated Gallons used: __________ Cost of fuel: _____________  http://www.gasbuddy.com  

Total number of miles traveled today: ______________ 

Hotel Cost $ ___________ 

Tip: If you stay with a national hotel chain most come with either a continental or hot breakfast. 

Use http://www.hotels.com or http://www.expedia.com to find hotel prices.  

Activity: _______________________________________________________   Cost of Activity: ___________ 

Total Daily Expenses: $___________________ 

Second Day of Travel Toward Home 

This will be a leisurely trip. You can find interesting things and places to stop along the way for sightseeing and then stop for the 

night. Limit your drive time to 4-6 hours (220-330 miles), with rest/food break every two hours. 

 

Starting time: ____________ 1
st

 break location: ___________ __ Lunch break location: ________ 

 

2
nd

 break location: ________ Ending location: ______________   

Cost of food: Breakfast:  __________ Lunch:  ___________Dinner__________ Snacks__________ 

Did you refuel? __________ Estimated Gallons used: __________ Cost of fuel: __________ http://www.gasbuddy.com  

Total number of miles traveled today: ______________ 

Hotel Cost $ ___________ 

Activity: _______________ _____           Cost of Activity: ___________________ 

Did you have any unexpected emergencies (detours, maintenance issues, illness, etc.)? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Total Daily Expenses: $_____________________ 

Total Miles Traveled: _______________________ 

 

 

http://www.gasbuddy.com/
http://www.hotels.com/
http://www.expedia.com/
http://www.gasbuddy.com/
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Questions 

1. Was the vehicle chosen for this project your first choice? If not, why? 

 

2. What were your total expenses? 
 

 
Vehicle (including tax)                                 $_____________________ 
 
 
 
 
Insurance (six month premium)          $______________________ 
 
 
 
 
Total cost of trip                                           $______________________ 
 
 
 
 
Grand Total                                                   $_______________________ 

 
 
 
 

3. What is your remaining balance?           $_______________________ 

 

 

YOU MUST TURN THIS PACKET IN WITH THE PROJECT 

THIS PACKET IS ONLY A PORTION OF YOUR GRADE 


